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Penknife, and found that each Part, from the Firft, 
continued vigorous and flrong; and I could, by my 
naked Eye only, fee that in Three Days the Ends 
where the Wounds were given, were grown fharper, 
and that they moved along like the intire Worms. 
I am, &c. 

Wheltham in Suff. 1 Thomas Lord. 

June i. 1743. 

The Two intire Worms here mentioned to have 
been contained in one of the Thials fent up by Mr. 
Lord, were each cutprefently after into Two ^Pieces, 
which foon after completed themfelves , grew longer, 
and were feveral Weeks after in a vigorous and 
thriving Condition . 


VIII. A Letter from Dr, Parfons to Martin 
Folkes, Efcfc Prefident of the Royal So¬ 
ciety, containing the Natural Hijlory of 
the Rhinoceros. 

SIR, 

ReaJ June 9; A Lthough many Authors have given 
1743 /l Accounts and Figures of the Rhi¬ 

noceros from time to time, and although there was 
one in England in 1685. yet how far were we from 
having the leaft Notion of his Form, when we came 
to fee him in 1739. It was not difficult, even be¬ 
fore the Arrival of the latter here, to difeern an 
Uncertainty in the Figures that were exhibited of that 
Animal, becaufe they differed fo widely from each 

y y y z other; 
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other 5 and, as there was fuch a Variety in them as 
might induce one to take them for different Ani¬ 
mals, there was no knowing where to fix. This 
will fully appear in viewing the Collection I have the 
Honour to lay before you. 

Albert P)urers Figure of this Creature has led 
feveral of thofe Natural Hiftorians, that ha'ye wrote 
fince his Time, into Errors; for fuch have always 
copied him; and indeed many have exceeded him 
in adorning their Figures with Scales, Scallops, and 
other fi&itious Forms. Now, from the Badnefs of 
his Figure, I am induced to believe that great Man 
never faw the Animal; for he certainly could not 
have been fo miftaken in the Performance. How¬ 
ever, from the ftrifteft Inquiry I was capable of 
making, it feems mod probable, that a Sketch was 
fent to him from* ‘Portugal, by a Perfon who took 
it from a Rhinoceros , which was fent from the Eaft- 
Indies to Emanuel King of Portugal , as a Prefent; 
and that Albert improved and embellifhed it into the 
original Drawing, which is in Sir Hans Sloans Mu- 
feum. The Infcription, in German , written under 
this Drawing, proves it very clearly, of which the 
following is a clofe Tranflation. 

“ In the Year 1513. upon the 1. Day of May, there 
“ was brought to our King at Lisbon fuch a living 
“ Beaft from the Eajl-Jndies that is called Rhino- 
“ cerate: Therefore on account of its Wonderfulnefs 
“ I thought myfelf obliged to fend you the Repre- 
“ fentation of it. It hath the Colour of a Toad, 
t( and is clofe covered over with thick Scales. It is 
u in Size like an Elephant , but lower, and is the Ele- 
** phant’s deadly Enemy 5 it hath on the fore Part of 

“ its 
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“ its Nofe a ftrong (harp Horn j and, when this Beaft 
“ comes near the Elephant to fight with him, he 
tc always firft whets his Horn upon the Stones; a.nd 
“ runs at the Elephant with his Head between his fore 
‘‘ Legs; then rips up the Elephant where he hath 
“ the thinneft Skin, and fo gores him: The Elephant 
t( is terribly afraid of the Rhinocerate $ for he gores 
“ him always, where-ever he meets an Elephant ; for 
“ he is well armed, and is very alert and nimble. 
“ This Bead is called Rhinocero, in Greek and Latin ; 
“ but, in Indian , Gomda. " 

The firft Print publilhed by Albert Durer himfelf 
has a German Inscription over it, fomewhat differing 
from the manufeript one, of which the following 
is likewife an exad Tranflation, with this Date and 
Mark, thus: 

» 5»5 

RHiNOCERUS 



“ In the Year 1513 from the Birth of Chrift, upon 
u the ift Day of May , there was brought to the moft 
“ potent Emanuel King of Rortugal at Lisbon , from 
“ India , fuch a living Beaft. They call it a Rhino - 
<c cerus: It is here reprefented in all its Shape. It 
<l has a Colour like a fpeckled Tortoife , and is very 
“ clofely covered over with thick Scales; and is in 
rc Size as an Elephant , only of Shorter Legs, and very 
f ‘ well armed. It has a fharp ftrong Horn forwards. 
“ upon his Nofe, which it begins to whet when it is 
near a Rock 5 therefore it is a conquering Beaft, and 

“ the 
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* e the Elephant's deadly Enemy: The Elephant Is 
<c greatly afraid of him; for, when he meets with him, 
u the Bead runs at him with its Head between his 
tc fore Legs, and rips .up the Elephant's Belly, and 
u kills him; for he cannot get rid of him : Befides, the 
<e Bead is fo armed, that the Elephant can do nothing 
“ to him : They fay likewife, that the Rhinocerus is 
<l fwift, alert,and cunning." 

Many Years after this, one Hendrik Hondius 
publilhed in Holland an exad Copy of Hurers Print, 
counterfeiting the Date and Mark; but gives an In- 
feription in Low Hatch , nearly the fame as that 
under the original Print. 

Bontius * fays, he has often feen thefe Animals in 
the Woods and Stables abroad, and values himfelf 
for having exhibited a Figure without the Decora¬ 
tions that Albert Hurer put upon his; and yet, in- 
ftead of the Hoofs which arc proper to the Animal, 
he has drawn a Raw not unlike that of a Dog, only 
fomething bulky. 

The Figure given by Chardin in his Voyages has 
fome Truth, as to the Folds or Rlica in the Skin of 
the Rhinoceros 5 and likewife as to the Feet: But in 
other refpe&s it is not like the Animal. There is 
alfo a little Truth in the Figures of Camerarias 5 fee 
his Emblems taken from Animals; but far from a 
thorough Reprefentation of the Creature: And, in 
fhort, the other Originals, as that taken from the 
Rhinoceros in 1685. that publilhed by Carwitham 


* Bontius calls this Animal A fade, which probably may be the 
Nams. 

in 
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in 173 9* and, to look back to the Roman Times, 
thofe in the Pavement of Tramefte, and Domitian’s 
Medals, are very inaccurate, but have none of Albert 
*Durer’s Decorations. 

When that Rhinoceros arrived here in 1739. Dr. 
iDouglas , who let flip no Opportunity of improving 
Natural Knowledge, intended reforming the Hiftory 
of him, and therefore went frequently to fee him 5 
and, on June 24. of this Year, exhibited before the 
Royal Society a Drawing of the fame Rhhwceros, 
with a Colle&ion of Figures of that Creature, taken 
from leveral Authors, who had wrote of him before. 
He mentioned alfo his Dimenfions •, and, on the 28th 
of the fame Month, he produced a Colle&ion of 
Horns, with fome Account of them, but proceeded 
no farther. Since therefore another Occafion may 
not offer in many Years, and that there is no Place 
more proper for recording Truth in Natural Hiftory, 
than in the Tranfaftions of this Learned Society, 
I have the Honour to entertain them, in Obedience to 
your Commands, with the following Account of the 
Male Rhinoceros that was fhewed in Eagle-Jlreet 
near Red-Lyon-Square, in 1739. and the Drawings 
annexed to it, which I had drawn up at that Time, 
and put among fome curious Phyfico-medical Mifl 
cellanies I have colle&ed, and illuftrated with Draw- 
ings, in order one Day to be publifhed. 

In this Account I have had no Regard to thofe of 
other Authors, but have barely deferibed him, as I 
have often feen him on purpofe, both in the above- 
mentioned Place, and a long time after, when he 
was (hewed at a Booth near the London-Sjaw. 


The 
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The Drawings annexed to the Tranfattions (Plate I. 
and II.) are a fide, fore and back View of the Animal 
fore-fhortened *; all which Attitudes I the rather chofe, 
as they will convey to Pofterity a clear Idea of him, 
and as the ’Drawings, and Two Pictures, (one of 
which is in Dr. Mead’s Mufeum) were all ‘Prof Is, that I 
had done before. The other Drawings, (Plate IIL) 
joined to thefe, are the Figures of Two Angle Horns j 
and a double one or Two flicking to the fame Piece of 
Skin; the Penis', the Tail of an old Rhinoceros % 
and an upper and under View of one of the Feet, 
pretty large; which (hall be all more fully mentioned 
in the Table of References, having omitted nothing 
that I thought could ferve to the better Illuftration 
of this wonderful Creature. 

Humphry Cole, Efq; being Chief of the Fattory at 
Patna in Bengal, procured this Rhinoceros, when 
young, and fent it to England by Captain Alton in 
the Ship Lyel, which arrived on the Firft of June 
173 9. The Rhinoceros was brought to EagleJlreet, 
Red-Lion-Square, on the 15 th of the fame Month j 
and it was faid by thofe who took care of him, that 
from his being firft taken, to the time of his landing 
in England, his Expences amounted to One Thou- 
fand Pounds Sterling. 

He was fed here with Rice, Sugar, and Hay: Of 
the firft he eat Seven Pounds to about Three Pounds 
of the Sugars they were mixed together, and he eat 


* At firft I defigned only Two Views, the fore and back, of the Ani¬ 
mal, for this Tran fa ft ion ; but as you juftly think the Account will 
be the more perfedt for having a Profit alfo added, I have obeyed your 
Commands, Sir, in making that View. 

this 
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this Quantity every Day, divided into Three Meals, 
and about a Trufs of Hay in a Week, beftdes Greens 
of different Kinds, which were often brought to 
him, and of which he feetned fonder than of his dry 
Vittuals; and drank large Quantities of Water at a 
Time, being then, as I was informed by his Keeper, 
Two Years old. 

He appeared very peaceable in his Temper; for 
he bore to be handled in any. Part of his Body; but is 
outrageous when ftruck or hungry, and is pacified in 
either Cafe only by giving him Victuals. In his 
Outrage he jumps about, and fprings to an incredible 
Height, driving his Head againft the Walls of the 
Place with great Fury and Quicknefs, notwithstand¬ 
ing his lumpifh Afpeft: This I have fecn fcvcral 
times, efpecially in a Morning, before his Rice and 
Sugar was given him ; which induces me to believe 
he is quite indomitable and untraftable, and miifl 
certainly run too faft for a Man on foot to cfcape 
him. 

As to his Size, he did not exceed a young Heifer 
in Height; but was very broad and thick. His Head, 
in Proportion, is very large, having the hinder Part, 
next his Ears, extremely high, in proportion to the 
reft of his Face, which is flat, and finks down fud- 
denly forward towards the Middle, rifing again to 
the Horn, but in a letter Degree. The Horn ftands 
on the Nol'e of the Animal, as upon a Hill. I have 
feen the Bones of a Head of one of thefe, in Sir 
Hans Sloane’s Mufeum and the Part on winch the 
Horn is fixed, rifes into a blunt Cone, to anfwer to a 
Cavity in the Bafis of the Horn, which is very hard and 
folid, having no manner of Hollow nor Core, like 

Z z z thofe 
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thofe of other Quadrupeds- That of this Animal, 
being young, docs not rife from its rough Bafis above 
an Inch high, is black and fmooth at the Top, like 
thofe of the Ox-kind, but rugged downwards; the 
Determination of its Growth is backwards, inftead 
of ftrait up; which is apparent, as well in the dif¬ 
ferent Horns of old Rhinoceros s , which I have feen, 
as in this of our prefent Subjeft; for the Diftancc 
from the Bafis to the Apex of this, backward, is not 
within a third Part fo long as that before, ajnd it has 
a curved Direction; and, confidcring the Proportion 
of this Animal’s Size to its Horn, we may juftly 
imagine, that the Creature which bore any one of 
thofe great ones that I have feen, mud have been a 
ftupendous Animal in Size and Strength; and, in¬ 
deed, it were no Wonder, if fuch were untradable at 
any rate. 

The Sides of his under Jaw are wide afunder, 
Banting outward to the lower Edge; and backward 
to the Neck, the Edges turn outward: From this 
Structure his Head naturally looks large. 

That Part that reaches from the fore Part of the 
Horn towards the upper Lip, may be called the Nofe, 
being very bulky, and having a kind of circular 
Sweep downwards towards the Noftrils: On all this 
Part he has a great Number of Ruga running crofs 
the Front of it, and advancing on each Side towards 
his Eyes. 

The Nofirils are fituated very low, in the fame 
Direction with the RiEftts Oris, and not above an 
Inch from it. If we look at him in a fore View, 
the whole Nofe, from the Top of the Horn to the 

Bottom 



[ 55 1 ] 

Bottom of his lower Lip, feems fhaped like a Bell, 
•viz. final! and narrow at Top, with a broad Bafis. 

His under Lip is like that of an Ox, but the upper 
more like that of a Horfe ; ufing it, as that Creature 
does, to gather the Hay from the Rack, or Grafs from 
the Ground; with this Difference, that the Rhino¬ 
ceros has a Power of ftretching it out above Six 
Inches, to a Point, and doubling it round a Stick, or 
one’s Finger, holding it faft ; fo that, as to that 
Adtion, it is not unlike the ‘Probojcis of an Ele¬ 
phant. 

As to the Tongue of the Rhinoceros , although 
it is confidently reported by Authors, that it is fo 
rough as to be capable of rubbing a Man’s Flcfh 
from his Bones; yet that of our prefent Animal is 
foft, and as frnooth as that of a Calf; which I have 
often felt, having had my Hand fucked fcveral times 
by him. Whether it may grow more rough, as the 
Bead grows older, we cannot fay. 

His Eyes are dull and flcepy, much like thofe of a 
Hog in Shape, and fituated nearer the Nofe than that 
of any Quadruped I have ever feen; which he very 
feldom opens intirely. 

His Ears are broad and thin towards the Tops, 
much like thofe of a Hog; but have each a narrow 
round Root with fome Ruga about it; and rifes, 
as it were, out of a Sinus furrounded with a Plica. 

His Neck is very fhort, being that Part which lies 
between the back Edge of the Jaw and the ‘Plica of 
the Shoulder; on this Part there are Two diftindt 
Folds, which go quite round it, only the fore one 
is broken underneath, and has a hollow Flap hanging 
from it, fo deep that it would contain a Man's Fill 

Z z z 2 fhut. 



[53*] 

fhut, the concave Side being forward. From the 
Middle of the hinder one of thefe Folds or Plica, 
arifes another, which, palling backwards along the 
Neck, is loft before it reaches that which furrounds 
the fore Part of the Body. 

His Shoulders are very thick and heavy, and have 
each another Fold downward, that erodes the fore 
Leg $ and, almoft meeting that of the fore Part of the 
Body, juft mentioned, they both double under the 
Belly clofe behind the fore Leg. 

His Body, in general, is very thick, and juts out 
at the Sides, like that of a Cow with Calf. He has 
a Hollow in his Back, which is moftly forward, but, 
backwards, the Line or Ridge rifes much higher 
than that of the Withers; and, forming the Plica 
upon the Loins, falls down fuddenly to the Tail, 
making an uneven Line. His Belly hangs low, be¬ 
ing not far from the Ground, as it links much in the 
Middle. 

From the forefaid higheft Point in his Back, the 
‘Plica of the Loins runs down on each Side between 
the lall Ribs and the Hip, and is loft before it comes 
to the Belly; but, above the Place of its being loft, 
another arifes, and runs backward round the hind 
Legs, a little above the Joint: This I call the crural 
Fold , which turns up behind till it meets another 
tranfverlc one, which runs from the Side of the 
Tail forward, and is loft before it reaches within Two 
Inches of that of the Loins. 

The Legs of the Rhinoceros are thick and ftrong; 
thole before, when he Hands firm, bend back at the 
Knee, a great Way from a ftrait Line, being very 
round, and fomewhat taper downwards. The hinder 

Legs 
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Legs are alfo very ftrong, bending backwards at the 
Joint to a blunt Angle, under which the Limb grows 
fmaller, and then becomes gradually thicker, as it 
approaches the Foot; fo alfo does that Part of the 
fore Leg. About the Joint of each of his Legs, there 
is a remarkable Rlica when he bends them in lying 
down, which difappears when he Hands. 

In fomc Quadrupeds, the Fetlock bends or yields 
to the Weight of the Animal; but in this there is 
no Appearance of any fuch Bending, and he feems 
to Hand on Stumps, efpecially if he is viewed behind. 
He has Three Hoofs on each Foot forwards; but the 
back Part is a great Mafs of Flefh, rough like the 
reft of his Skin, and bears upon the Sole or Bottom 
of his Foot. 

This Part is plump and callous in the Surface, 
yielding to Preflure from the Softnefs of the fubjacent 
Flefh. Its Shape is like that of a Heart, having a 
blunt Apex before, and running backward in a broad 
Bafis. The Out-line of the Bottoms of the Hoofs arc 
fomewhat fcmicircular. 

The Tail of this Animal is very inconfiderablc, in 
proportion to his Bulk, not exceeding 17 or 18 
Inches in Length, and not very thick : It has a great 
Roughnefs round it, and a kind of Twift or Stricture 
towards the Extremity, ending in a Fatnefs, which 
gave occcfion to Authors to compare it to a Spatula. 
On the. Sides of this flat Part, a few Hairs appeared, 
which were black and ftrong, but Ihort: The Growth 
of thefe is l’een in the Tail of the old Rhinoceros, 
deferibed very well by Dr. Grew , in his Mufeum 
Regalis Societatis, which is reprefen ted Fig. 2. 
Plate III. “ In this the Dock is about half an Inch 

“ thick. 
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<e thick, and Two Inches broad j of what Length 
tl the Whole, is uncertain, this being only Part of it, 
“ though it looks as if cut off near the Buttock: It 
“ is about Nine Inches, black, and very rough. On 
* ( the Two Edges, and there only, grow alfo very 
* c black and fhining Hairs, a Foot long, ftubborn, 
* c and of the Thicknefs of a fmaller Shoe-maker’s 
“ Thread: Yet not round, as other Hair, but rather 
“ flattifh, like fo many little Pieces of Whalebone. ” 
It is further to be obferved, that the Hairs on the 
Left Side grow out a great way up towards the Root 
of the Tail, (being fhorter, as they are higher) like 
the Fibres of a Quill $ whereas, on the Right Side, 
they grow no higher than the flat Part. There is no 
other Hair on any Part of this young Rhinoceros , 
except a very fmall Quantity, on the pofterior Edge of 
the upper Parts of the Ears. I have obferved a very 
particular Quality in this Creature, of liftening to any 
Noife or Rumour in the Street j for though he were 
eating, Beeping, or under the greateft Engagements 
Nature impofes on him, he flops every thing fud- 
denly, and lifts up his Head, with great Attention, 
till the Noife is over. 

The Terns of the Rhinoceros is of an extraordinary 
Shape: It is reprefented by Fig. 3. Plate 111 . There is 
firft a Theca , or Traputium, arifing from the Inguinal 
Part of the Belly, nearly like that of a Horfe, which 
conceals (as that does) the Body and Gians, when 
retraced. As foon as the Animal begins to extend it, 
the firft thing that is extruded, the Theca , is a fecond 
Sheath of a light Flefh-colour, and pretty much in 
Form like the Flower of the ^Digitalis floribus pur - 
pureis j and then out of this another hollow Tube, 

which 
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which is analogous to the Gians Penis of other 
Creatures, very like the Flower of the Ariflolochia 
floribus purpureis ; but of a lighter or fainter Flelh- 
colour than the former. His Keeper, who was a 
Native of Bengal, would make him thus emit his 
Penis when he pleafed, while he lay on the Ground, 
by rubbing his Back and Sides with Straw ; and, in its 
utmoft State of Ere&ion, it never was extended to 
more than about Eight or Nine Inches. Its Termi¬ 
nation is backward in a curved Dire&ion, fo that he 
is a retromingent Animal, and confequently retro- 
generative. I have feveral times feen him pilling j 
he turns his Tail to the Wall, and, extending his hind 
Legs afunder, crumps himfelf up, and piffes out in 
a full Stream as far as a Cow. 

We need fay no more of the Female Rhinoceros , 
that came over lince, but that fhe is exa&ly like this 
in all refpe&s, except the Sex ; and, by the Horn, and 
Size, of the fame Age; and the Pudenda like thofe 
of a Cow. 

The Skin of the Rhinoceros is thick and impene¬ 
trable: In running one’s Fingers under one of the 
Folds, and holding it with the Thumb at the Top, 
it feels like a Piece of Board half an Inch thick. 
Dr. Grew deferibes a Piece of one of thefe Skins 
tanned, which, he fays, t{ is wonderful hard, and of 
“ that Thicknefs, exceeding that of any other Land 
“ Animal he has feen.” It is covered all over, more 
or lefs, with hard Incruftations like fo many Scabs; 
which are but fmall on the Ridge of the Neck and 
Back, but grow larger by degrees downwards toward 
the Belly, and are largeft on the Shoulders and But¬ 
tocks, and continue pretty large upon the Legs all 

along 
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along down ; but, between the Folds, the Skin is as 
fmooth and fofc as Silk, and eafily penetrated; of a 
pale Flelh colour, which does not appear to View in 
the Folds, except when the Rhinoceros extends them, 
but is always in View under the fore and hinder Parts 
of the Belly; but the Middle is incrufted over like 
the reft of the Skin. To call thefe fcabbed Rough- 
neffes Scales, as fome have done, is to raife an Idea 
in us of fomething regular; which in many Authors 
is a great Inaccuracy, and leads the Reader into Er¬ 
rors ; for there is nothing formal in any of them. 

As to the Performance of this Animal’s feveral 
Motions, let us confider the great Wifdom of the 
Creator, in the Contrivance that ferves him foe 
that Purpofe. The Skin is intirely impenetrable and 
inflexible; if therefore it was continued all over the 
Creature, as the Skins of other Animals, without any 
Folds; he could not bend any way, and confequently 
not perform any neceffary A&ion; but that Supple- 
nefs in the Skins of all other Quadrupeds, which 
renders them flexible in all Parts, is very well com- 
penfated in this Animal by thofe Folds; for, fince it 
was neceffary his Skin fhould be hard for his Defence, 
it was a noble Contrivance, that the Skin fhould be 
fo foft and fmooth underneath, that, when he bends 
himfelf any way, one Part of this Board-like Skin 
fhould flip or (hove over the other; and that thefe 
feveral Folds fhould be placed in fuch Places of his 
Body, as might facilitate the Performance of every 
voluntary Motion he might be difpofed to. 

1 only beg leave to add one Paragraph more, 
wherein I fhall attempt to fettle a Point that concerns 
the double Horn mentioned by Martial , 

Namque 
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Namque gravem gemino cornu Jic extulit urfum *. 

And which has given many Critics a great deal of 
Trouble to alter, as believing either Martial, or his 
Tranfcribers, were wrong in that Sentence. 

There is no where a greater Inftance of the Uncer¬ 
tainties that Mankind may be led into from con- 
jedtural Reafoning, than in this very Subjeft of the 
Rhinoceros % Horn. And although the feveral Critics 
who have handled this Matter, fhew abundance of 
Ingenuity in changing Martial’ s Reading yet if wc 
can make it appear, that there was a Rhinoceros with 
Two-Horns on his Nofe in Rome , then that Poet 
was right •, if not, Bochart has the better, who has 
altered it thus: 

Namque gravi geminum cor mi Jic extulit urum -f-. 

The firft Knowledge we had in this Part of the 
World of that Animal, was of the one that was 
brought from AJia to the King of ‘Portugal, men¬ 
tioned before; and as thofe brought into England 
Ance that Time, viz. that in 1685. our prefent Sub¬ 
ject in 1739- and the Female Rhinoceros in 1741. 
were ftngle horned; and as likewife the great Num¬ 
ber of Horns that are to be found in the Mufeums of the 
Curious, brought from time to time from the Eaji- 
Indies , are alfo Angle 5 we may venture to aflert, that 
all thofe of AJia have really but one Horn upon the 
Nofe: And this is confirmed by many Gentlemen, 
who had feen thofe Creatures in Perjia , and other 
Parts of the Eaft. From thence it is eafy to conclude, 
that this was the Reafon the Angle Horn was imagined 

* Martial 3 Epigr. Lib. IV. Epigr. 82. 
f Bochart , Tom. I. Lib. 3. pag. 931, 
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the Standard of Nature for that Animal, and that 
therefore Martial ought rather to fay, that Two Bears , 
or (according to Bochart) Two wild Bulls, were 
toffed by the ftrong Horn of the Rhinoceros ; than that 
a finglc Bear was thrown up by his double Horn. 

On the other hand, we are fure, that the Romans 
had always a very great Commerce with thz Afri¬ 
cans, and had many Cargoes of wild Beads from that 
Quarter of the World. Is it not therefore likely, 
that they might more conveniently have obtained the 
feveral Rhinoceros's that were (hewed in that City, 
from Africa than Ajia ; lince the Pafiagc to Italy 
from the former is but a ftiort one, crofs the Me¬ 
diterranean Sea; and that the Countries that pro¬ 
duce thofe Animals in the latter, arc fo very remote 
from Italy ? For we find the Greeks had no Know¬ 
ledge of this Bcaft in the Time of Arijlotle, nor 
fince, that we know of; whereas the Romans , ac¬ 
cording to the Accounts given, have had Six; One 
fhewed by Bompey the Great, One by Auguftus , 
Two by j Domitian, One by Antoninus Bius, and the 
laft by Heliogabalus. 

Now we do not want fufficicnt Proofs to ftiew, 
that there is a Species of thofe Animals in Africa, 
having Two Horns on the Nofe. Be ter Kolbe , a 
‘Dutchman , in his Voyage to the Cape of Good Hope , 
fays, there is one on the Summit of the Nofe, like 
the others, but having a fmaller clofe behind it. 
There are alfo Two Horns in Sir Hans Sloane’s 
Mufeum, flicking to the fame individual Integu¬ 
ments, not much more than an Inch from each 
other; which is an undeniable Proof of the Exiftencc 
of this Species ; fee the Plate III. Fig. 8. And, in 
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fine, the Brafs Medal of c Domitian , which you, Sir, 
were fo kind to Ihew me, has, on one Side, the 
Figure of a Rhinoceros with Two Horns * upon the 
Nofe, very plain. From all which 1 cannot but be 
inclined to believe, that this Medal was ftruck from 
one of thofe of African and that Martial had no 
more Notion of a Rhinoceros with One Horn, than 
Bochart had of one with Two. 

There is one thing remarkable of Albert Durer: 
It is certain, from his Print of this Animal, that he, 
or fomebody elfe, concerned in his Figure, thought 
that Martial was right? for it is plain, they were 
willing to add a Second Horn to the Figure, and, 
being puzzled where to place the other, at laft put it 
upon the Neck; by which it further feems probable 
that Albert never faw the Beaft -j>, but was led by the 
Poet’s Epigram to make that Addition to the Draw¬ 
ing fent to him from Portugal. 

Auguflini alfo, in his ‘Dialogue of Medals , has a 
Figure of the Rhinoceros , with Two Horns on the 
Nofe. So hath likewife the Figure in the Trane flan 


* Paufaniash Teftimony is of great Force here, having feen them 
himfelf in Rome, brought thither from Ethiopia , with a double 
Horn on the Nofe. His Words are : 

F.i JV o TetjJfvf Tg A5$ cm rS ovoy.d^tsci 

fivoKi^w, oTi<r<pioiv i&’aKpct Ty pivi oygjutrw x} yVepcu/ro* 

piyet, c m o <i MipaRtii ifi Ki&fld 

Vidi etiam Tauros JEthiopicos , quos ex reipfa Rhino cerot as nominant 3 
quod illi e nare extrema cornu prominet'; paulo fuperius alterum, 
non fane magnnm, in capite nullum prorfus habent. Paufan. Lib. IX 
C. 21. 

t Petrus Majfejus makes this certain: He fays, that the Rhinoceros 
that arrived in Portugal in 1513. was fent by the King to the Pope , and 
that the Ship which had him on board was caft away, and the Animal 
drowned on the Coaft of Genoa. 

Aaaa 2 


Pave- 
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Pavement, made by Order of Sylla the Dictator, on 
which he certainly defigned to reprefent feveral Ani¬ 
mals, and other remarkable Things, proper to Africa. 


Explanation of the Plates of the Rhinoceros. 
Plate I. 

A fide View of the Rhinoceros. 

Plate II. 

Fig. 1. A fore View of the Rhinoceros, fore¬ 
shortened. 

Fig. 2. A back View of the fame, for e-floor tened. 
Plate III. 

Fig. 1. Two Views of one of the Feet, a, the 
upper Fart of the Foot, b, the Sole of 
the Foot. 

z. The Tail of an old Rhinoceros, in the Mufeum 
of the Royal Society. 

3 . The Penis in an eretted State, a, The firft 

Theca or Praeputium, of a dark Colour. 

b. The fecond Theca, being Flefh-coloured. 

c, The Tubular Gians Penis. 

4. A Horn of a Rhinoceros, faid to be Six 

Tears old, being about 10 Inches long. 

5. The Bottom or concave Bafts of the fame , to 

fhew the Cavity is very fuperficial. 

.6 A beautiful Horn in Hr. MeadT Mufeum, 
being about 3 7 Inches long . 

7. The Horn of a Rhinoceros, in the Mufeum 
of Sir Hans Sloane, which (as thofe of Oxen 
are fometimes liable to THJlortions in their 
Growth) differs from the common Form s it 
is 3 2 Inches long. 


VIII. The 



t J4'» ] 

8. The double Horn mentioned above, belong¬ 

ing to Sir Hans Sloane: Whether they 
croJJ'ed each other on the Animal, is uncer¬ 
tain : It is moft likely they did not, but that 
by drying they were croJJ'ed by the Corruga¬ 
tion of the Skin that joins them together: 
However, I have drawn them as they ap¬ 
peared to me. The ftrait Horn is 2 5 Inches 
long, the curved one fomewhat fhorter, 
and the Two ^Diameters of the Bafes 13 
Inches. 

9. The concave Bottoms of the above double 

Horns, as they adhere to the fame Tiece of 
Skin. 


IX. An Account of a Comparifon lately made 
by fome Gentlemen of the Royal Society, 
of the Standard of a Yard, and the fever al 
Weights lately made for their life • with 
the Original Standards of Meafures and 
Weights in the Exchequer, and fome others 
kept for public Ufe, at Guild-hall, Found- 
ers-hall, the Tower, &c. 

Read jane tTTHEN there were fome time fince 
1 • *743- y V prepared by Order of the Royal 
Society, to be kept in their Archives here, and alfo 
in thofe of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Baris, 
Standards of the TardMeafure, as alfo of the Troy 
and Avtrdupois Weights an Account of which was 

fome 
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